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Jonah: Understanding God’s Will (And Why I Fight It) 

 

Background on Jonah: 

I Jonah was a _____________________ during the reign of King Jeroboam II.  

II Jonah was a _____________________________________.  

III Jonah is a book of ________________________________.  

IV God told Jonah to go to the city of __________________.  

V Instead of going to Nineveh, Jonah went the _________ ______________ to get away from the Lord. 

He traveled to the port of Joppa and boarded a ship to ___________.  

VI While Jonah was on the ship, the Lord sent a ____________________________________.  

VII The Lord arranged for a ___________ to swallow Jonah.  
 

To Understand God’s Will For My Life I: 

I ______________________ that God has a will for my life.  

A) The LORD gave this message to Jonah son of Amittai: “Get up and go to the great city of 

Nineveh. Announce my judgment against it because I have seen how wicked its people are.” 

Jonah 1:1-2 

B) God's will is the direction I would choose for my life if I could see things from God's perspective.  

C) The LORD says, “I will guide you along the best pathway for your life. I will advise you and watch 

over you. Psalm 32:8 

II ______________ that I constantly fight against God's will.  

A) But Jonah got up and went in the opposite direction to get away from the LORD. He went down 

to the port of Joppa, where he found a ship leaving for Tarshish. He bought a ticket and went on 

board, hoping to escape from the LORD by sailing to Tarshish. Jonah 1:3  

B) For everyone has sinned; we all fall short of God’s glorious standard.  Romans 3:23  
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III ________________ God to Redirect Me Towards His Will.  

A) But the LORD hurled a powerful wind over the sea, causing a violent storm that threatened to 

break the ship apart. Jonah 1:4 

B) How God Redirects Us Towards His Will: 

1) ______________________________________. 

2) ______________________________________.  

And since the storm was getting worse all the time, they asked him, “What should we do to you to 

stop this storm?” “Throw me into the sea,” Jonah said, “and it will become calm again. I know that 

this terrible storm is all my fault.” Instead, the sailors rowed even harder to get the ship to the land. 

But the stormy sea was too violent for them, and they couldn’t make it. Then they cried out to the 

LORD, Jonah’s God. “O LORD,” they pleaded, “don’t make us die for this man’s sin. And don’t hold us 

responsible for his death. O LORD, you have sent this storm upon him for your own good reasons.” 

Then the sailors picked Jonah up and threw him into the raging sea, and the storm stopped at once!  

Jonah 1:11-15 

3) _______________________________________.  

4) _______________________________________. 

IV ___________________ God's Love as I Return to His Will.  

Now the LORD had arranged for a great fish to swallow Jonah. And Jonah was inside the fish for 

three days and three nights. Jonah 1:17  
 

Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways 

acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight. 

Proverbs 3:5-6 (NIV) 

Why Would a Prophet Run From God? 

 
1  The LORD gave this message to Jonah son of Amittai: 2  “Get up and go to the great city of 

Nineveh…” 3  But Jonah got up and went in the opposite direction to get away from the LORD. He 

went down to the port of Joppa, where he found a ship leaving for Tarshish. He bought a ticket 

and went on board, hoping to escape from the LORD by sailing to Tarshish.  

Jonah 1:1-3a 

A) What is a prophet?  

 

B) Can we really call Jonah a prophet?  

 

C) Did Jonah accomplish God's will?  

 


