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Pastor Steve 

 

Journey Through Grief: Service  
 

God never wants you to ______________________ your pain. 

 

God’s Purposes For Your Life: 

I) _____________________________________.    

II) _____________________________________. 

III) _____________________________________. 

IV) _____________________________________.   

V) _____________________________________.  

 

Have you suffered so much for nothing--if it really was for nothing?  Galatians 3:4 (NIV) 

 

I Can Use My Pain To: 

I) _________________________________________________. 

A) We think you ought to know, dear brothers and sisters, about the trouble we went through in 

the province of Asia. We were crushed and overwhelmed beyond our ability to endure, and 

we thought we would never live through it. In fact, we expected to die. But as a result, we 

stopped relying on ourselves and learned to rely only on God, who raises the dead. And he did 

rescue us from mortal danger, and he will rescue us again. We have placed our confidence in 

him, and he will continue to rescue us. 2 Corinthians 1:8-10  

B) Now I am glad I sent it, not because it hurt you but because the pain turned you to God. It was 

a good kind of sorrow you felt, the kind of sorrow God wants his people to have, so that I need 

not come to you with harshness. 2 Corinthians 7:9 (TLB)  

II) _________________________________________________. 

By helping each other with your troubles, you truly obey the law of Christ. Galatians 6:2 (NCV)  

III) _______________________________________________. 

A) But the Holy Spirit produces this kind of fruit in our lives: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 

goodness, faithfulness, 23  gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against these things! 

Galatians 5:22-23  

B) “Sometime it takes a painful experience to make us change our ways.” Proverbs 20:30 GNT 
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C) Even though Jesus was God’s Son, he learned obedience from the things he suffered. In this 

way, God qualified him as a perfect High Priest, and he became the source of eternal salvation 

for all those who obey him. Hebrews 5:8-9  

D)  And now, isn't it wonderful all the ways in which this distress has goaded you closer to God? 

You're more alive, more concerned, more sensitive, more reverent, more human, more 

passionate, more responsible. Looked at from any angle, you've come out of this with purity of 

heart. 2 Corinthians 7:11 (MSG)  

E)  … I have worked harder, been put in prison more often, been whipped times without number, 

and faced death again and again. Five different times the Jewish leaders gave me thirty-nine 

lashes. Three times I was beaten with rods. Once I was stoned. Three times I was shipwrecked. 

Once I spent a whole night and a day adrift at sea. I have traveled on many long journeys. I 

have faced danger from rivers and from robbers. I have faced danger from my own people, the 

Jews, as well as from the Gentiles. I have faced danger in the cities, in the deserts, and on the 

seas. And I have faced danger from men who claim to be believers but are not.   I have worked 

hard and long, enduring many sleepless nights. I have been hungry and thirsty and have often 

gone without food. I have shivered in the cold, without enough clothing to keep me warm. 

Then, besides all this, I have the daily burden of my concern for all the churches. 2 Corinthians 

11:23b-28 

F) We are pressed on every side by troubles, but we are not crushed. We are perplexed, but not 

driven to despair. We are hunted down, but never abandoned by God. We get knocked down, 

but we are not destroyed. Through suffering, our bodies continue to share in the death of 

Jesus so that the life of Jesus may also be seen in our bodies. 2 Corinthians 4:8-10 

G) That is why we never give up. Though our bodies are dying, our spirits are being renewed 

every day.  For our present troubles are small and won’t last very long. Yet they produce for us 

a glory that vastly outweighs them and will last forever! So we don’t look at the troubles we 

can see now; rather, we fix our gaze on things that cannot be seen. For the things we see now 

will soon be gone, but the things we cannot see will last forever. 2 Corinthians 4:16-18 

H) He thought it was better to suffer for the sake of Christ than to own the treasures of Egypt, for 

he was looking ahead to his great reward. Hebrews 11:26 

I) We do this by keeping our eyes on Jesus, the champion who initiates and perfects our faith. 

Because of the joy awaiting him, he endured the cross, disregarding its shame. Now he is 

seated in the place of honor beside God’s throne. Hebrews 12:2 

IV) ________________________________________________. 

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the 

God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any 



trouble with the comfort we ourselves have received from God. For just as the sufferings of 

Christ flow over into our lives, so also through Christ our comfort overflows. If we are 

distressed, it is for your comfort and salvation; if we are comforted, it is for your comfort, which 

produces in you patient endurance of the same sufferings we suffer. 2 Corinthians 1:3-6 (NIV)  

V) _________________________________________________. 

A) And I want you to know, my dear brothers and sisters, that everything that has happened to 

me here has helped to spread the Good News. Philippians 1:12 

B) But in every way we show we are servants of God: in accepting many hard things, in troubles, 

in difficulties, and in great problems. 2 Corinthians 6:4 (NCV)  

 

Helping Others. 

List the four most painful experiences in your life: 

I)   

II)   

III)   

IV)  

 

Write down the names of people going through a similar situation now: 

I)   

II)   

III)   

IV)  


