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Pastor Steve 

A Time for Gratitude 
  

Be thankful in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you who belong to Christ Jesus.  1 

Thessalonians 5:18 
 

I Can Always Be Thankful For: 

I) The ____________________________ God shows me. 

A) God saved you by his grace when you believed. And you can’t take credit for this; it is a gift 

from God. Ephesians 2:8  

B) Yes, I will bless the Lord and not forget the glorious things he does for me. He forgives all my 

sins. He heals me. He ransoms me from hell. He surrounds me with loving-kindness and tender 

mercies. He fills my life with good things! My youth is renewed like the eagle’s!  He gives justice 

to all who are treated unfairly.  He revealed his will and nature to Moses and the people of 

Israel. He is merciful and tender toward those who don’t deserve it; he is slow to get angry and 

full of kindness and love. He never bears a grudge, nor remains angry forever. He has not 

punished us as we deserve for all our sins, Psalm 103:2-10 (TLB)  

II) The ______________________________ God has for me.  

A) There is a path before each person that seems right, but it ends in death. Proverbs 14:12  

B) For I know the plans I have for you,” says the LORD. “They are plans for good and not for 

disaster, to give you a future and a hope. Jeremiah 29:11  

C) He was despised and rejected— a man of sorrows, acquainted with deepest grief. We turned 

our backs on him and looked the other way. He was despised, and we did not care… But he 

was pierced for our rebellion, crushed for our sins. He was beaten so we could be whole. He 

was whipped so we could be healed.  Isaiah 53:3 & 5  

D)  And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have 

been called according to his purpose. Romans 8:28 (NIV)  

III) God’s ___________________________ to never leave me. 

A) Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what you have, because God 

has said, "Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you." Hebrews 13:5 (NIV)  

B) When you go through deep waters, I will be with you. When you go through rivers of 

difficulty, you will not drown. When you walk through the fire of oppression, you will not be 

burned up; the flames will not consume you. Isaiah 43:2  

IV) The _____________________________ God is making in me. 

A) We can rejoice, too, when we run into problems and trials, for we know that they help us 

develop endurance. And endurance develops strength of character, and character strengthens 

our confident hope of salvation. Romans 5:3-4 
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B) For God is working in you, giving you the desire and the power to do what pleases him. 

Philippians 2:13  

C) So all of us who have had that veil removed can see and reflect the glory of the Lord. And the 

Lord—who is the Spirit—makes us more and more like him as we are changed into his glorious 

image. 2 Corinthians 3:18  

D) Each time he said, “My grace is all you need. My power works best in weakness.” So now I am 

glad to boast about my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ can work through me. 2 

Corinthians 12:9  

V) The ______________________ that God has prepared for me.   

A) In my Father's house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going there 

to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take 

you to be with me that you also may be where I am. John 14:2-3 (NIV)  

B) Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit 

the Kingdom prepared for you from the creation of the world. Matthew 25:34  

C) That is what the Scriptures mean when they say, “No eye has seen, no ear has heard, and no 

mind has imagined what God has prepared for those who love him.” 1 Corinthians 2:9  

D) And God has reserved for his children the priceless gift of eternal life; it is kept in heaven for 

you, pure and undefiled, beyond the reach of change and decay. And God, in his mighty 

power, will make sure that you get there safely to receive it because you are trusting him. It will 

be yours in that coming last day for all to see. So be truly glad! There is wonderful joy ahead, 

even though the going is rough for a while down here. 1 Peter 1:4-6 (TLB) 

E)  We are pressed on every side by troubles, but we are not crushed. We are perplexed, but not 

driven to despair. We are hunted down, but never abandoned by God. We get knocked down, 

but we are not destroyed.  Through suffering, our bodies continue to share in the death of 

Jesus so that the life of Jesus may also be seen in our bodies. Yes, we live under constant 

danger of death because we serve Jesus, so that the life of Jesus will be evident in our dying 

bodies.  So we live in the face of death, but this has resulted in eternal life for you. But we 

continue to preach because we have the same kind of faith the psalmist had when he said, “I 

believed in God, so I spoke.” We know that God, who raised the Lord Jesus, will also raise us 

with Jesus and present us to himself together with you. All of this is for your benefit. And as 

God’s grace reaches more and more people, there will be great thanksgiving, and God will 

receive more and more glory. That is why we never give up. Though our bodies are dying, our 

spirits are being renewed every day. For our present troubles are small and won’t last very 

long. Yet they produce for us a glory that vastly outweighs them and will last forever! So we 

don’t look at the troubles we can see now; rather, we fix our gaze on things that cannot be 

seen. For the things we see now will soon be gone, but the things we cannot see will last 

forever. 2 Corinthians 4:8-18  


